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ABSTBACT 

These .two annotated reading guides, to -Boston* s 
political and -social history developed out of lecture sequences 
offered fcijk the Boston Publico Library under the National Endowaent , f 6r 
.the liusanities Library Learning Program- The first, which cites 2B 
titles" fdcusiiig- on various conaunity: leaders of Boston froa thje 
coaing of the Puritan«%ja the 1970«s, is divided into the eight 
gefteral areas covered 6y^the lectutes: Bibles, Bluebloods, Brahains, 
Benef actors, Beautifiers', ' Bosses, Bureaucrats, and Eewilderaent* The 

course exaaii^e the sttu'ctures and 
gain deeper insight intp the 
are works from the discipline of 
and literature, with a particular 



16 readings lasted for' tl^e second 
functions of faailies in order "to 



org'anization o£ society. Included 
history, socioloiJfr |anthrcpology, 

eaphasts on matelialt linked to the Boston area, <PAA) 
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* Beproducti^ns supplied by EDPS are the b€stl_>hat can be made * 
• fron the original documerit, . ♦ 
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FOREWORD 



The Bps'torj Public Librai-y is pissed to P^^"^ 
a series of annotated reading guides las a follW^p 
to the lectures .in its NEH Learning Library Program, 
"Boston: An Urban Coinmunity . " 

The Library's program has bee^ devel^ed unc^r, 
the Cultural Institutions 'Program of the National \ 
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), a new national \ 
program whose purpose is to help libraries, museums 
and other cultural institutions bfecome centers of 
formal humanities education-f or their communities. 
An advisory commiUe'e, composed of outstanding 
scholars from acadenic institutions in the Boston 
area, assist fn the selection of topics for the 
program's learning activities and helps recruit the 
teachers for it. 
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The first two eight-week learning' sequences. 

"Bibles, Brahmins and Bosses : • l,.eadership' and 
'the Boston Community" with Thomas 0'G9nnpr, 
Professor of. History, goston College.^ - 
February 3 - Api;il 7, 1975- ' ; , 

"Boston's Architecture: From First Townhouse 
to Naw City Hall" with Gerald Bernstein, . 
Professor of Art History, Brandeis Univer- 

' sity. Fel3ruary 8 - March 2'9, 1975/ 
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IMTRDDUCTTION 



This' reading guide to Boston -political and social 
history developed out of an offering at the Boston 
Public Library under the NaUbnivl Endowment, for the 
Hftnanities' Learning. Library Program. The eigl?t- 
vgeek sequence; entitled ^'Bibles, Brahnins, and^osses, 
. presented a series of lectures by Professor Thcrnas H. 
O'Connor of the Boston College History Departanent. • 
The lectures covered the period frorft the ocmirig pf 
the Puritans to the modem day. , { ^ 

This reading guide has been^ divided into the ^ 
eight general areas uppn which the lectures focused: 
They were: - • ' < 

1 Bibles: The religious and political leaders 
" * whD established the Massachusetts. Bay Colony 
in 1630/ and; who laid the pioral and ethical 
^ foundaUon^ 6f the PdriWi Cotmonwealth. 

2. Bluebloods: The political leaders of the 
RevoluUonary era set ihe social tone of 
feoston society in the late eighteenth century. 

3 Brahmins: The social leaders of Bostbn in the 
first quarter of the nineteenth centxary who 
tooH upon tha[nsel\jes the dual obligation of 
controlling the political future of the n^ly 

» chartered city and also directing its finan- 
cial prosperity. ' . ^ 

4 Benefactors: The intellectual and jreligious ■ 

' * leaders o^ B oston in the mid-nineteenth century 
• ' who launched a series of humanitarian reforms. 
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Beautifiers: The social and financial leaders 
of boston at the turn 9f this century. 

Bosses: The ethnic and PoUtical lea^s of^^ 
uJ^eth century Boston who rose to-^wwer and 
prominence based in the neighborhoods. 

B ureaucrats : l^?iness and acadani^ leate^ 

5 7 the post- Vforld War II era v^ho attatifJted to 
tnreate a coalition of caTiiTunj.ty leaders. 

Bewildennent : A survey of the present condition 
of leadership apfl the problens of Boston in the 
1970' s. ■ 



•BIBUES , 



Sairtael Elio€ Morison. Builders of the^Bay CoX^ny, : 
"d&ston ana New YorK: Houghton Mifflin Cp. , 
1930,, xiv, 365 p. 

A Boston institution himself, Samuel Eliot 
Morison is one of ;^ida's greatest bistorians 
and colonial experts-. His early vrorks on the 
Mierican Pm;itans helped change the stereotyped , 
-pfcture of the dour Massachusetts Bay colonist to 

• a rrore balanced, sympathetic view of individuals 
trying to sustain their religious, political ana 
intellectual beliefs in a rough, new vrorld. This 

• particular vJbrk' is a series of portraits of the 
■ colony's "builders." ' San6 are well-known names in 

• .American tUstory: John Winthrop, John Eliot, and 

Anne Bradstreet. Others are less kncvm to us, , ^ 
• such as the fur trader^ ard frontier magistrate . . 
William Pynchon or Henry Dunster of Harvard. 
Their inclusion helps provide a rounded view of ^ 
the colony, a goal of much of ^|)rison's writing. • 



Paperback edition: Houghton Miff lin Co. , 1964. 

Edmund S. .Morgan. The Puritan D ileniWa ; The Story 
of John Winthrop. ' Boston: Little, Brown Co., 
1958, 224 p.. 

Morgan's brief biogjraphy of John WintWp is one 
of a series published by Little,^ Brown. The 
, greatest value of the series lies in a synthesife 
I of the individiEial's life with the crucial ques- 
tions or movements of his age. , Thijs, this book 
serves not only as an extended sketch of the 
first Masfechusetts Bay Gcj^ernor, but is the Deat 
' introduction to the often knotty prcA)lans of ,the 
religious debates which plagued the seventeenth 
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century Puritans. The difficulties with Anne 
Hutchinson and Roger Williams, for exanple, are 
placed in their intellectual cx)nteKt. Similarly, 
the internal paradox vMch Winthrop felt, his 

■ , "dilenma," sheds light on the^conflict of reli- 
gious righteousness versus the democratic spirit. 
' This vjork is a very accessible introduction to^^ 

* Puritap thinking. 

Paperback edition: Uttle, Brown Jj Co., [n.d.].-- 

Darrett B. Rutnan. Winthrop's Bo stom Portrait 
a Puritan Tovi>n, -1636-1645. Chapel Hill: Uhi- 
. versity o£ North Ca^Tolina Press, 1965, x, 324 p. 

Thip work focuses, on the developing society 
' ■ of Puritan New Englaixa and discusses whether 
Puritans were able to achieve the high-minded 
goals^they set ^or themselves. Beginning with 
Winthrop 's spe^ to the cciTinunity,^iven 
aboard ship on the trans-AtlanUc crossing, - 
Rutman charts the development of the town 
against the ideal.. He illustrates i^jinthrop s 
disenchantment nDt .with the English religious 

'scene, but with societal developnents. As the 
.colony grows one sees Winthrop 's conception 
becone increasingly less applicable and 

' 1649, totally meaningless. Congregationalisn 
•• and dispersion have replaced" his (jonoept of a 
single, unified society. - ' • • 

' Paperback edition: W. W. tetcin, 1972. ■ 
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\ BIXJEBLOODff 

'Esther ForbfeS. Paul Revere and -ti^ World He' Lived In. 
Boston: Houghton. Mifflin Co., 1942, xiii, 310 p . 
t 

■The iit?»rtarr;e of Paul Revere extended well n 
beyona his faitous "midnight ride" and Jlsther 
Forbes illustrates this in her popular biography 
of the Boston silversmith and pktriot. While 
her-book " focuses on Revere 's life, beginning 
with his- parentis and his childhood, it is siinul- 
" .taneously a social portrait" of the camTunity in ^ 
which Revere lived. The first half of the book, 
in fact, precedes that famous "eighteentii of 
April" and prdvldet a view of pre-Revolutionary , 
Boston.. Running pkrallel to R^ere's life in 
the book is that o^Thonas Hutchinson, of the 
wealthy metchant family. Hutchinson will also 
cdlne to play a significant role in the Revolu- 
tion, but as a Loyalist' Governor and ultiinateiy 
an exile . " 

Paperback edition: floughton Mifflin Co., [n.d.] . 

James M.* Banner. To the Hartfo fd Convenaon; The 
FQd eralisfa»teM"tH'e Origins ot P arty Pof iU^s in • 
Khaaachu setts. iVtj5-l8l5 .- Mew York, Aillred a. 
V ' Knopf, xiii, m p. , ^ 

The Hartford ConvenUbn of December^ 1814, marks 
the death knell of the kind of New England f'edajral- 
ism' which had doninat^ the E»litical scene since 
> the Revolution.- Banner seeks to answer the ques- 
tion of why the Federalists were willing to assent 
. to the Cony^tipn's decisions against the War of 
1812,^ Imt not willing to carry their Apposition 
. against the govemnnent's policy further. His 
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conclusion is that Federalian vas already be- 
ginning to feel the republican pressures which 
Sould ultiitately overwhelm ift and th^t rivalries 
already existed within the conservative factions. 
Another valuable, secUon of the ^f^^i^J?^^: . 
cussion of the intellectual originTSTFederalism. 

Samuel EliofMorison. ' Harrison g^^Y 0^?;/?;^ ^ i j^ ^ ' 
The Urbaifie Federalist . . BostoVt: iteughton Mifflin 
Co., ;L%^, .xxii,. 561 p. 

Oriqiiially his doctoral dissertation (The Lifq 
arri T^4-4-^v. nf Harrison Gra y Otis) , Morison has 
.revised and condensed this biography of one of 
' his ancestors. - A leading Federalist around the 
turn of the nineteenth century, Otis was a legis- 
lator and congressman, as well as delegate to the 
' SrSord Con^Sntion. While praising Otis' vii^tues. 
Morison is well aware of his relative s sho^t- 
. comings, especially with regards to his Federalist 
'1^. 'Partof the revision of .the w.rk has in- 
cluded an expanded discussion of life and the 
social scene during Otis' years. ^ 

BRAHMINS . , 

Martin Green. The Problem of - Rn« ton: Sane Readings 
Sr^Sa]Jilst^ New York: W. W. Norton Co. 
1965, 254 p. " ' 

^ An Englishran and a literary criUc, f^ar^j^^ 
' Gr^ brings a fresh view to his analysis of the 
cultural world of nineteenth century Boston ^ 
His focuses are on the ways.in which culture . 
SterSines with Social devel6pT^t and on the 
Ocularly uniqujs aspects of Boston culture. • 



<5eeina the «Bntury clearly divided between the 
.^S-SviTv^y^s a«a the Gilded Age, Green • 
Sxx)ses two Boston cultural figures, George 
Ticknor and CharleA Eliot Norton, to. ^^J-ize 
their respective eras.. Thi^ book js a pro^ . 
cative discussion of some neglected aspects of. 
nineteenth century Boston cultaire. 

" Paperback edition: W. W. Norton, [n.<a.l. 

Ferris Greenslet. . Thel^wells^^^ 
' Boston: Houghton Miff lin CO. , 1946, xi, 442 p. 

Actv:^lly a work which extends beyond the chronoy 
' loTiS touhdaries Qf this " 
. ,book follows the path of New ^^f^^^^.. . . 
through the lives of the manbers of the Ix^well 
scne of whDse nost illustrious mambers 
- 1?^ duSS this period. Greenslet- s seven 
■ ZiJ^-^e New Sg^rld, the Revolution, T^rd_ 
Se .Periclean Ag.e, Civil Vfer, Victorian New 
Lgl.;nd, and the New W3rld Again y ^ 
setting for several generations of ^^^'^^ 
of whcS live through more ^^an °ne^age.^^e 
interesting aspect of this book, is the close 
S^SS be^ the Lov^ells and Harvard. 

Winas H O'Connor, 'inrds of the locro. the Cotton 
"-.^ g^Oonii^^^fW cgd^ Ne^-YoFk: 

scriimer, iy68, ix, Zi-i P^ P 

A stov of the poliUcal, socidl, and econonic 
atUtSes of such Massachusetts textile leaders 
a™£wells, the Lawrences, and the ^l^torts 
as "they imde the transformation f raj a ^f^^^ 
, of entrepreneurs after the War °f ^ to a major 
force in the affair? of the Bay State by. the first 
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half o^' the nineteenth century. Linked to the ^ 
plantation Soutti by. their need for cotton, the 
textile" leaders a^ttfimpted to play down the 
Abolition movement and placate their Southern 
frierds, until the Kansas-NebraslsA Act caused 
than to support t^ie free-soil cause in Kansas. 
Acoordijig to O'Connor the Civil War did ntpt cone 
about because ©f an "irre^(^ssible" conflict 
between the eooncitdc sy/toms of the North ^ 
"the South, but in spife?o^the earnest efforts 
of .Northern conservatives such as the "Ix>rds ^ 
of the Loom" tg head off such a catastrophe. 



BENEFACTORS 



Henry Steele Conrager. Theodore Pa^^^^e^ - Boston: 
Little, Brown & Co., 1936, ix, p. 

, - # 

" -Another work by a dean of American history, 
Henry Steele Cotmager's life of Theodore Parker ^ 
draws a portrait of a man ^oatmitted to the reforms 
of the mid-hineteenth century, but unwilling to 
travel the path of withdrawal frctn society chosen 
by sane ot.his con€anporaries. Parker was in- 
vplved id an^-enonflous y^uriety of undertakings, A 
Unitariofl minist^- faced with conservative trends 
• within the religion, he chose to rannain in the 
. church and fight for reform, unlike Bnrterson. Ih 
additiont Parker was a Transcendentalist, an 
Abolitionist^ and A scholar wrote with con- 
siderable expertise on theologi', linguistics, 
science, litei^ature, and history. Given tite 
leading lights of literary Concord, this Bos- 
tonian is often overlooked. , . 

Paperback edition: Beacon Press,, 1947. 
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van Wyck Brooks. 'Tte Flowering of New England. 
New Yockt E.P. Dutton, l3^t>, 6, 550 p. 

*■ . . * 

Van Wyck Brooks' study of New England litera- • 
JraTculture in tha first half of th^ nine- 
teenth century is a classic. As a single vtork, 
Ir^S^unif ied a^juraisal of the d-elop- 
nvenlof an Ain^ican native culture, ^et, f ran 
its first chapter on "The Boston of GiliDert 
Stuart", throxigh those on Prescott, Ix^ngfellow, 

^ Lrson Hawtho^e, ™ SfdSSin. 

others, Brooks' work can be enqoyed by dipping 

ard there. BrpoH?' sCope leaves few - 
anecdotal stones unturned. 

Paperback edition: Dutton, [n.d.] . 

Rassel B. Nye. Williaiu^oyd (parrison and the 
H^ni^an^Jom^ Little, ^own 

I CO. , i.i'Tp. 

' Anpther in the excellent series frm vMch 
MDrgan's biography of ^inthrop can^, I^e s 
shDrt life of Garrison places the Atolitionist 
S^^he center of the anti-slavery itovanent, 
Yet it. does not make the all-too-cot^n mis- . 

of focusing solely on Garrison vAien dis- 
Sssing ^litionian. Oth^leaders of^e 

novem^t, . including those who PF!f^tSS"S 
are included. Additionally, other aspects of 
Garrison's life are discussed, as are tJ^ 
other social and reformist currents of the tune 

Paperback edition: Little, Brwn & CO., 1969. 



BEftPTIFIERS,» , - ^ - 

Cleveland Anory. .S?^?^" 
E.'P. Dutton Si Co.', ,194/'^ P* . 

' Cleveland ftnory's sbnewhat anecxtotal history. " 
of is "?Soi^lo^nians- makes delightful , 

" hW^S^s that -tbey extend back ^ .. 

, • SelX^^ or the Ma^-"t. fey^Col^^ 

"but" toWWchatxt princes" of '^i" 
. ^tSy. A:book which is Witl^ and vasea^a of , . 

.. a" -Which seans mch less near us ±oday 
than wheh it was wflfeten in 1947. 

^'^ Paperteck edition: Dutton,. [n.d.K ^ 

antitrust GTUsadin?, as ^well as other retorms 
.paperback "edition: Harppr^and Row, 1954. ^ ^ 



f 



1 



ERIC 



Louige Hall "J^^. ' Mrs. Jack ^. A Biography of 
Isabelia St:^fetrt Gardner . Boston; Little, 
Brcwn & Co. ^1^5, xii, 365 p. 

Perhaps the bther side of Arthur Mann's coin, 
Louise Tharp's subject is truly a- late nineteenth 
century Boston institution. An outsider vA)o came 
to dcnyLnate Boston society and left to the' 
city her pai^atial hone-museuip, "Mrs^ Jack" was • 
also involved with Boston reform' and politick. 
Within. Tharp's pages are illustrations of Isa- 
bella Stewart Gardner's influence on art and 
social custons, as well as sketches of -sane of 
'her f|'iends: Henry Adams, Henry James, John 
Singer Sargent, 'James MacNeil, Whistler, Charles 
Eliot Norton, ai^ Bernard Berfenson. If nothing 
else, Mrs. Jack's manner and style make for an 
appealing story. 



BOSSES ^ • 

Edwin O'Connor. The Last Hurrah . Boston: Little, 
Brown i& Co.,' 1956, 427 p. 

The classic novel of Boston politics, Edwin 
O'Conrxpc's story is of a thinly disguisec^ James . 
Michael Curley. While sane events have been 
rearranged ai^ the time ih which the novel set 
is a bit nof ejnDdern thah ^uld be historically 
correct, FranAfkeffing ton's (Curley) last 
caitpaign oTfeqtTa great deal of insight into the 
phenonenon vtfb was at the center of -Boston poli- 
tics for neawiy. forty years. From the .way in 
which he deatt with -the needs of his consti- 
tuents to hils ability to sway> an ^udience, 
O'Ctonnor ^trvides an insightful picture of the 
, ultimate Boston Ir^sh politician. • • 



Paperback edition i^Bar^tam Booljis." 
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Leslie G. Airiley. Boston Mahatna; The Public Car ea: ' 
of Martin M. Lotasney . Boston: Bruce Hunphries, 
Inc. , 

A sonewhat uncritical biography of one of i:he 
most important of the pre-Curley ward bosses, 
M^tin Loiiiasney. Fran his seat of pC»wer in the 
• West End (at that time the famous Ward 8) , Lctnas- 
ney became one of the typical turn-of-the-century . 
urb^n b<5sses, caring for the people in' his district 
and tumirxr out the precise' vote he expected"* 
on election day. Never " attaining any office 
higher than State Senator, lipinaaiey had the power 
to make or brecCk other Boston politicians, in- - 
eluding once premising an opponent "to lick you 
with a newsboy'^ and doing so. Ainley's vrork is, 
however, much too piraiseful and 'too apt to atKXDtli 
over the rough spots. 



Joseph Francis Dineen. The Purple Shamrock; T?ie 
Hon. James Michael Cur ley of Boston . 'New York; 
W. W. Norton, 1949, 33jl^,p;, 

' Until a scholarly life of Cur ley is written, 
Joseph Dineen 's work will stand as the best 
biography of Boston's legendary political boss. 
Bnerging at a tijT>e v^ien bosses were oamionplace 
on the American political scene, Curley lasted 
well beyor^ the -decline of hi^ contemporaries. 
Dineen, in fact, ocmments in his introduction 
that with the fall of Frank Hague of Jersey ^ 
City, Curley remained the only "old-time boss" 
left in 1949. While neither academic nor 
"autlx)rized," Dineen 's book does have the 
advantage of Curley 's direct parUcipation. It j- 
grev; out of Curley 's attempt tp tell "his side of 
the story" to Dineen, a Boston Globe reporter. 
In addit^n to Curley, himself, sketch^es of other 



individuals from Boston's political past include 
Martin Lcrvnsney, John F. "("Honey *itz") Fitzgerald,^ 
Maurice Td^in, and John McOormack. Of added in- 
terest is the ambi"\ialent relationship between 
Cur ley ard Frs^nklin D. Roosevelt. 

HjREAUCRATS AND BEWUDEPMENT , • , 

Bqcau^ of t^|6 tempcjral proxiitu,ty of the source 
material, little has been" written about the his^ry 
of Boston politLOB in the" year^ after the^ Second 
World Vfer. One notable exception iS the Vork dealing 
with the e^rly years of John F. Kennedy's career. 
Kenneth P. O ' Donn^ll -airl David F, Powers,- with Joe 
McCartJiy-, "Johnny, Vfe Har dly Knew Ye" : Marries of ^ 
John F. Kennedy- (Boston: Little Brown & Co., ly/^fA 
Ix 434 P^i ±s t he. best of the books, from a Boston 
perspective. Described as a "mrm, intiimte portrait 
of JFK" by hi^ "two oldest cronies," these ramarv- 
hrances <5over all of Kennedy's career. The first 
four ohapt^s, towever, deal with his develorment in 
Boston, his entry "into Congressional politics, the 
Senate fight with Henry Cabot DDdge, and his use of 
Massachusetts as a political base to seek €he Vice- 
Presidential ncminaUon in 1956. Offering insight 
into JFK's early years, this book also is valuable 
for understanding the post-war Boston political scene. 

Beyowa this and other similar vrosKs, little has 
been done on local Boston poliUcal developments, 
notably the inayoralties of John yynes and John 
Collins. A work which .traces the physical change of 
Boston in these years is Walter Muir Whitehill, - 
Boston in the Age of -Tohn Fitzgerald Kennedy (Noman, 
University of Oklahana Press, 13bb, xv, 208 p.) 

A significant change for irodern Boston has been 
the partial l?reakdown of the "neighborhoods, a phenp- 
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^menon to whiclH sociologists l^ve P^^^^^^f^^^^^^^"* 
Three stuaies of. these char^«Vj\ Bf^ton h^^^ 
flushed. Both'-Ilerbert Qans>teOr^^ 
(New York, Free Press ^>f Glenobe, 1962, J^lP" 
pa^Sck iition: Vree Press) and M^c Fried, The 
W^S of the urban -Wbrkinq Class (Cambridge: Harvard 
&s ity^eL, i¥ h, ^, 4 io-p. ) d^l with the 
new defunct West End. William F . Wliyte, Street- _ . 
SnS society (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1^55-, ;cxii, M Pri paperback edition: Uniyersity 6t 
Chidago) discusses the North End. ' ) 

• ■ oiff icuLties reg^dii^- the sclpol system 
new axxa two works published during the 1960 s deal 
with the relationships between Boston POl^^ics, • 
the schDol ooimdttee and. the ethnic, groups of. Boston. 
They are Jonathan Kozol, peath at an, Early Age 

• (Boston: Houghton. Mifflin Co., 1967, xiii, 240 p., 
^back «5ition: Bantam Books) ^ . 
Village S chool Downtown (Boston: Beacon Presfe, 1967, 

■ * 151 p.; paperback edition: Beacon Press) . 



-Three additional bcx)Ks which do not directly 
fit into th^ divisions established for this sequence 
are extremely worthwliile for a general uhder string 
of Boston's growth artd develofr^t. They are: 

Walter Muir -Whitehill. - ^ston: A T opographicaV" 
.» History . Carohrldgef . Har|pd University .Press, > - 
1968, xi, 299 p. . • . , . ^. 1. 

This- \*brk traces tlie chaogeft in the Boston land- • 
scape, from its beginnings as a ^eninsyla. connecy . 
ted to tl-ie rest of Massachusetts by a mrrow neck 
of land to the contanporary work" of the Boston 
" Redevelopi^ent Authprity. Landfills, architecture 
styles, city planning (or lack of it) and many 
other topicj cone under the scrutiny of the fomer 
Etoston Atheneum director, Vfalter Muir Whiteh;Lll. 

Oscar Handlin. Boston's Wg rants. Cairi^tidge: 
Harvard University Press, i9'4i, xvii,.;:287 p. 

^ ■ 

' Beqinning with nineteenth -century Bostpn befipre 
themass of iirmigrationand with the conditions . 
in Ireland -whicK forced the peasants off the^ land 
and to America, Harvard historian Oscar Handlin 
charts the iinpact. of the "new" Bostomarfs ok the 
city during the nineteenth century. While dealing 
with all the imtdgrarit groups who caitie during the 
last century, the focus is farinarijy on the Irish 
ar^ native Ainerican reaction to them. An wival- 
uable introduction to Boston history. . 

" Paperback ^ition: Atheneum,* 1968. 



Sara Bass Vfarner, Jr. Streetcar Suburbs > Cantor idge: 
Har^>ard University Prese, 1962, xxi, 288 p. 

One of America's leading* "urban historians, 
Boston \fniversit3/'s Sam Bass Wtoner here analyses 
" ^ the alteratiqr^ ^j:*^^?^^ geography vrfiich re- 

* suited frcn the comirKj hf .the streetcar and 1#ie 
way in v^ch this change in transportation" led -to 
' the developtnent of the Suburbs at tl-^e end of the 
trolley lines. . An iir^rtant wrk for looking at 
the physical changes artd living patterns in late 
nijheteenth century Boston. ^ , 

.Paperback edition: - ''Atheneumr 1969. 
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Boston 
AnUrt^an 

Connmunjt 

Family Life in 
Boston : 
From Colonial 
Times to The 
Present ; 

An Annotated Reading List 
Prepared by 
LyHn Weiner 
with the assistance of 
^ the poston Public 
Library Staff 



V 

The "Boston; An Urban Community" 
Program is made possible 
■LJI by a grant from the National 
^^^^ Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) 
I I I I The Boston Public Library 
I I I I is a NEH Learning Library. 



Boston Public Library, 1976 
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The Boston Public Uprary is pleased to presei^t 
a. series of aniDtated readii^q guides as a folla■^-up 
tQ-the lectures in i;ts im\ Learning Library Program, 
"Boston: Ari Urban Ccmnunit^." . - . - 

Hie Librar^^'s prxxjram has been developed un^er 
the Cultural Institutions Program of ^ic National 
V.ndowment for the >IumaniUos (NEH) , a new national 
p^o^ wly^se purpose is to help l^^*^^; ^^^^^ 
Sdother cultural instituaons beCa^ ""^""TJli 
Smal hunWties education f^ ^^"^.^^HS^ 
An adK/isory ocnmttee, caused of ^^standing 
scholars frxxn.acadaaic institutions the l^U^n 
area assist in the selection of topics for th^ 

learning activiUes ar^ helps recruit the 

teaphers for it. • - ' 

Sequence? presented in the Program have been: 

"Bibles /.Brahmins a«a Bosses: I^dership aid 
the Boston Connunity" with 'Thcrnas O'Connor, 
professor of Histsry, Boston College. 
Pehruari' 3 - April 7, 1975. 

"Boston's Architecture: Frcm First Townhouse 
. ' to New City Hall" with C^ald Bernstein, 

SofS^ of Art History, Brandeis Univer- 
sity. February 8 - March 29, 197b. 

"Family. Life in Boston: From Colonial Times to 
the Present" with Nancy Oott, Professor of 
..p. History, Yale University. April 3 - 
' ■ May 22, 1975^^ 
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INTRODdOTipN 



The recept interest in social history, 
particularly >r-t:he study of ordinary per- 
sons' liVe»r^ae been accompanied by the 
emergence bf the ^'hisi^ry of the family v 
as a vital area of interest. By examining' 
the structures and functions of families, 
one can gain deeper i-hsight into the or- 
ganizatibn of society. The subject of family 
history is particularly enhanced by an 
interdisciplinary approach. In the Learning 
Library Program sequence on "Fefmily Lite in^^ 
Boston: from Colonial Times to the Present, 
taught by Nancy F. Cott, Ph.D.; works from 
the discipUnes of history, sociology, an- 
thr6pology, and liter|l^yre were recommended. 
With a particular eipphasis on materials 
.linked to the Boston are^ 
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AnUn/Mary. The Pron^sed^Land Bpston^^ 
New York, Houghton, Mifiiirt, 1?!^. x,v. 



373 (1) p. . , ' 



This colorful autobiography centers on 
Antin's childhood in Polotzk, Russia, and 

^ her subsequent emigration to Boston in 
1894 The book, enormously .popular in its 
time', graphically depicts the process of 
AmrricLiLtion in the -ity. Ant in skill, 
fully evokes the tenor ofO-ife-'in both 
the old world and the new,' and suggests 
th^t the fulfillment of th- 
• dream is possible in the latter She 

. traces the disinteg^at;Lon pf her family 

life in Boston's slums, and interprets ^ 
the breakdown, as an inevitable^factor in j 
''the Americanizat'iAn process. This fin^ V 
^ example of immigrant literature is espe- 
c^any attuned to family structure and 
ciaxxy « Antin's Fr om Plotsk to 

change. See, ^^^^"^ 18 99) , an accoun t 

I Boston (Boston, Clarke, xo^:'; f « 

o t her experiences written. when she was 
eleven years old. 

Paperback edition: ^Houghton, Mifflin, 

Aries; Phillipe. ^gll|^ ^?,f 

. -^nni.l History of FamjjjLiil^- 
. York, Knopf, i^^^"' ^^7 p. . 

Aries 'examines the developmentf °f ^f^^^ 
a\.oui 'he nature of the ^ ^^^7,. ^^^^^^^^3 
nature of childhood from the r^iddle Ages 
to the eighteenth century in Europe, 
using works of art, diaries, ^nd the his 
tory of education and of games in a rich 



I 

interweaving of evidence, Aries, suggests 
that medieval Europeans perceived children 
■as dmall adults. From the seventeenth 
century to the modern era, however, the 
- • concept of childhood as a distinct phase 
of life evolved, and with this change 
appeared the modern concept of" the family. 

Paperback edition: Random House 
:• . 

Brown, Richard D. "Two Baltic Families Who 
Came to America: The Jacobsons and the 
Kruskals, 1870-1970," American Jewish 
Archives , '24 (April, 1972), pp. 39-93. 

Haley, Alex. "My Furthest Back Person— the 
African," New York Times -Magazine , 
July 16, 1972, pp. 12-16. 

In these two articles the authots trace 
their own family histories using oral 
sources. Brown tr/^ces the history of his 
mother's family -from the mid-nineteenth 
century to the present. He discusses 
issues of assimilation which account for 
the rapid loss of the cbnturies-old trad- 
ition of Judaism once his ancestors ar- 
rived in America. He focuses on the inter- 
play between social forces and individual 
pircumgtances and concludes by noting the 
loss of functions Which the family insti- 
tution has suffered over time. In a dif- 
ferent and fascinating example of a speci- 
* fic family history relying on both written 
and oral sources, Haley traces his fore- 
^ bears baclf over ten generatior^s . Using 
as a starting point his grandmother's 
tales,- faithfully transmitted from gener- 

•v. - 
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ation to generation, he locates ,the clan 
in Africa frpm which his father's family 
' originated. He meets, the grjot — the 
clan historian — in Gambia, a^d then 
traces the very slave ship that had 
brought" his forebear to America in the 
eighteenth cefytury. Haley is wprXing 
on a book, Root a , which will more fully 
relate his discoveries and he has estab-^ 
lished the KiTite Foundation, wlUch is 
concerned with black (^eijeaiLogi^l ^re- . • 
search. 

Demos, John-. "The American Family in Past 
Time," American Scholar, 43 (Summer, 
/1974), pi5. 422-446. '■ • 

In a useful introduction to family 
history. Demos discusses some of the 
most interesting issues in the field: 
sex roles, child-rearing, pri-Cracy, the 
functions the 'family performs 'f6r its 
members and for the society at large, 
and how these have altered over time. 

Dtemos, John. A Little Co mmonwealth; Family 
Life in Plymouth Colony , ^ew York, 
Oxford University Press, 1970.. xvi, 201 p. 

This study^of seventeenth century social 
life examines the interaction of values, 
institutions, and the environment. Demos 
presents data about the size, fertility, 
and mortality of the colonial family, and 
probes their material culture by examining 
their clothing, housing, and furniture. 
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He speculates about .the fxjssibl^ family 

roles and relationships. A Little , 
' Cdmraonwealth provides a fine, impres- 

■ sionistic view of colonial family life 
- drawn from the scant surviving evidefice, 
' ^and enriched by the use of theoretical 

models from anthropology and Eriksonian 

ego psychology. , - 

Paperback edition: Oxford University 

Press 



Cans, Herbert. The Urban' Villagers; 

Groups and Class in the Lirfe,af Italian- 
- Americans . .New York, ..Free Press of 

'clencoe, 1962. xvi,^.3i|^7 p. 

r 

*^ Using the technique of participant- 
observation. Cans studies the now 
defunct West End neighborhood of Boston, 
particularly the native-born Americans 
• of Italian parentage. He examines the 
neighborhood just before^ the onset of 
"urban renewal," when its residents 
w^re" widely dispersed. Cans comments 
on the structures of family., peer 
group, community, and the subcultures 
of the working class. He also eval- 
uates the results of t]^p urban re- 
development plan under'-the Federal 
renewal, program. 

Paperback edition: Free Prfess of 

Glencoe 



Gordon, Michael, comp. Th» American Family 

. in Social-Historical Perspe ctive . New 
^ Ydrk, vSt. Martinis Pre ss, l^V^, xv, 
> 428 p.' • ' • 

Rabb, Theodore K. and Rotberg, Robert I., . 
eds. - The Family in History; . Interdis- 
ciplinary Essays . New .York, Harper and 
Row, 1573. .i-)b p. ■ - X 

Skolnick, Arlene S. and Skolnick, Jerome H., 
eds. Family in T ransition: Rethinking 
Ma rria^ir"s4xuaiitv, ehi ld Rearing ,^d 
Family Or ganization . Boston, Little, 
-brown; l^ll. xiii," 542 p. ^ 

Recent interest in the .history of the 
family has not yet spawned many general 
irtterpretive works, but it has 6^9^^- ,. 
-dere<? a nbmber of anthol6gies on pertinent, 
themes. Gordoh's collection of essays 
focuses on ethnicity^. growing up, sex- 
, roles, Sexuality, ana demographic trends 
in history. He includes both European and 
American studies in hij anthology, yhich 
is unified by the concjipt of modernization, 
Rabb and .Rotberg • s collection was orig^" 
ally publish^ as a/i issue of the Journal 
of Tr^^^vrq^ari plinarv History in 1971. 
-T he spring, 1^75 edition ot this Dournal 
^ntain-s I second collection of articles 
on Ame^can and European family themes. 
The Skolnick and Skolnick volume, in 
contrast to the other two, primarily 
analyzes contemporary family issues. The 
editors' pur^>ose in this undertaking is 
to challenge coYiventional views about 




the ideology of the nuclear fa^Jily- 
Essays center on conceptions of the 
family, and the politics of sex, mar- 
riage, child rearing, household, and » 
life style. 

Paperback editions: Gordon, St. Martin's 
Press; Rabb and Rotberg , Harper and Row; 
Skolnick and Skolnick, Little Brown. 



Laslett, Peter. The World We Have Los^. 

New York, .Scribners, IH^., xvl, iibu p. ^ 

This innovative work, sponsored by the 
Cambridge Group for the History of Popu- 
lation and Social Structure, presents a 
sociological history of seventeenth-cen- 
tury England, .f-aslett uses demographic 
evidence and techniques to suggest that 
the household was the major ne^us of 
change and continuity during the now 
lost world of the pre-industrial era. 



Paperback edition: Scribners. 



M^rquand, John. The Late Georc^e Apley: A 
-^£L ..o/sn the. Form of a Memoi r, bp-st^ 
; ^'^f VLttle, Brown, 1!:>J/. vi, 354- .p. 

^^'^■Marquand's delightful portrait that 
• -'^ 'fictional proper Bostoni^n, George William, 
t ,Ap?ey outlines not only th,^ vicissitudes 
f ''Of an individual life, but' also the . 
' 'larger dimensidns of changing morals and 

iman^rs Ti^ npvel encompasses Apley s 
/^hi^S^y'betw^W and 1933: his child- 

^^hoOd? Lrria|e: adulthood, and family 

■ U \ . . . • 
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^ background.' Apley's statement, I am 
the sort of man I am, because environ-^^ 
ment prevented my being anything else, 
underlines his struggles to cope. with 
both his -social responsibilities and the 
world outside hi.s circumscribed sphere. 
Marquand's novel is a fine example of a . 
literary w6rk illuminating specific 
structures and changes in: family history. 

Paperback edition: Pocketbooks. 

Morgan, Edmund S. , The Puritan Family : 
Religi on and Domesti c Relations in 
^^^T^ feenth Century New England. Boston, 
Trustees of the Public Library, 1944. 
118 p. Revised edition: New York, 
I Harper and Row, 1965. 

Using literary sources, Morgan delin- • 
eates the Puritan domestic order which 
determined a hierarcTiical structure of 
society. -He examines the relationships 
of husbands and-wives, parents and 
children, and masters and servants as 
components of this order. Morgan s 
study of the family encompasses topics 
on marriage, sexuality, education, labor, 
and religion. 

paperback edition: Harper and Row. 

Sedgwick, Catherine Maria. Home. -Boston, 
J. Munroe, 1835. 158 p. 

Popular liter^ature such as Home provides- 
us with a glimpse into nineteenth- century 
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expectations and prescriptions for middl« 
claas family life. Catherine Sedg[wick s 
novel, one of a series entitled Scenes 
and Characters Illustrating Christian 
Truth , is an|,example of the prescriptive 
abmestic literature which blossomed 
during the antebellum era. . By relating 
the often melodramatic history of the 
*■ Barclay family, Sedgwick attempts to 
describe the path to happiness. She 
praises the virtues of hpme education, 
religion, decorum, and charity, and warn 
against the perils of business specula- 
tion, vanity, ai?cl drunkenness. Through- 
out the novel, she stresses her belief 
that character depends upon its surroun- 
dings-- and that the formation .of gdod 
character depends especially upon vir- 
tuous family life. 



Staples,- Robert, ed . ' The Black Family: 

Essays and Studies . Belmont, California, 
"Wadsworth, 19,70 (paperback ed . only) . 
393 p. 

Willie, Charles V., ed. The Family Life of 
B lack People . Columbus, Ohio, Merrill, 
1970 (paperback ed. only) . x, 341 p. 

There has been n© major socj^l-histor- 
ical study of the black family since the 
- publication of E. Franklin Ftazier's 
classic work, The Negro Family in the 
Uni ted States in 1935. These two ^antho- 
logies, HHiich update Ffazier's conclu- 
sions, exemplify recent scholarship stim- 
ulated in part by Daniel Moynihan's 
controversial 1965 report on the weakness 
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of the black family. staples' pollection 
on the social organizati9n of tne blacK 
•family contains material on history and - 
historiograohy, the debate over Moyni- 
han's assertions, sexual patterns ^^^-^ 
roles, and family processes and Pro^^^^f ; 
Willie's book ..approaches the black family 
"as an integrative, adaptive, functional : 
system) rather than as a social problem 
or as W illustration of dev.iance, and 
focuses\n issue's of stability and instab- 
ility. ?ield studies in this collection 
examine demographic trends, work, mobil- 
ity, marital status, and family structures 
For a monograph on the subject see Andrew ■ 
Billingsly's BlacJ^X^Uies_i^^^^ 
^n^rica (New Jersey i^rent^ce-Hall , 1963). 

"wilmot, Peter, and Young, Michael . ^^^^^ 
metricalJla^^ Mew, York, Paiitheon, 1973 

The authors elxplord the linkages between 
work, leisure, technology, and family re- 
Tatiins in this provocative study. Employ 
ing a methodological mi^ of history and 
sociology, they suggest that saifts in 

- family ftiuc.tuie are related to changes 
. in technology. They argue that families 

' have evolved from the. preindustrial unit 
of production to the symmetrical unit -ot 
consumption- where sex roles ^re less 
segregated than ever before. Wilmot and 
. ' Young further outline a Principle of 

"Stratified diffusion" to accdunt fpr the 
difference in class behavior ^^en the 
middle class functions as a cultural van 
guard. 
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Wishy, Bert^ard. The Child, and th^.f-£g^ 
The n:>u, n. nf Modem Americ an Child rlurture 
Philadelphia, University ot Fennsyivania 
Press, 1967. x, 205 p. 

The child rearing proposals of middle- 
class writers during the period 1830- 
1900 are the suoject of this study of 
child nurture. Wishy draws on popular, 
literature, such as^ ^he; Hoiatjo Alger 
novels, as well as. more conventional 
sources. By examining children, he 
.analyzes as well larger issues of 
American national character, religion, 
and education. 

Paperback edition: 'University of Penn-. 

sylvdnia Press. 
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